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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Essential Slang

Words natives use daily that no textbook teaches

2B %7
T o25%(F[0] Heiban
“

Honestly / to be real with you. Signals you're about to say
something blunt.

When: dropping a blunt opinion, admitting something awkward, or
confessing something unexpected

LxSLE 3} IFAt A E=

. Also: [EE ICESL - AFZE AW - R

play audio

Fobplt. CORBERAVTEVEERS,

'Honestly, | don't think this job is right for me.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Essential Slang

Words natives use daily that no textbook teaches

Q ©-oiE(h)

RTo1EL[2] /% T 21X D [3]
.

Just as | thought / as expected. The casual drop of (D —
in everyday speech, the full form almost never comes up.

When: confirming a prediction came true, or reconsidering a decision
("P20FDToBICLELS)

Hh C&>

~ Also: ®(3D (formal) - ZED E - ¥oiEDR

play audio

DL & ) TVl &

P oIEHEDIESHLEFE VL, BIH5Z5B>Ths

'She's better, just as | thought. | felt that way from the start.'

AL TLEL
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Essential Slang

Words natives use daily that no textbook teaches

O HALL L
HTAELET ! WI5]
O Coscal [ o

Such a drag / too much hassle. The go-to word when
something demands more effort than it's worth.

When: complaining about chores, meetings, or anything that feels like
too much effort

HAES

~ Also: 723y - LA (Kansai) - Efl < T\ (full form)

play audio

H<TVWLACK

BERE > TIFALHALLL T,

'Filing taxes is such a drag.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™

Essential Slang

Words natives use daily that no textbook teaches

KER

Q57T

v

genuinely shocking

A

~ Also: ¥2T - XH

# | 7T [1] Atamadaka

FAE

IC - AKRT - ¥IH ? (question)

Seriously / for real. More intense than ¥ T — used when
something is genuinely, undeniably true.

When: emphasising you're 100% serious, or reacting to something

HFT? 2nENT

HALA

ZibLT. HDOBES,

'Seriously? That's a relief to hear. Thank you.'

play audio

© 2026 Sounding Japanese with Kage™ — All rights reserved. Free for personal study.

BAEW T

I soundingjapanesewithkage.com — X177 BF £#9«( FTHBE TEFT


https://soundingjapanesewithkage.com/guides/vol01
https://soundingjapanesewithkage.com/guides/vol01
https://soundingjapanesewithkage.com/guides/vol01#phrase-4

@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Essential Slang

Words natives use daily that no textbook teaches

@ ~Lx»A
~ % A: follows the preceding phrase; final rise =

intonation
N3

Right? / Isn't it? Casual sentence-ender seeking agreement
or stating the obvious.

When: pointing out something obvious, seeking agreement, or casually
calling someone out

~ Also: ~TL & - ~&kfa - ~L» L (formal)

play audio

TLL & H (AF3 L

ENZADS R >TIELP Ao BATESEIHEID,

'You knew that from the start, right? Why bring it up now?"
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Reactions & Fillers

Say these right and natives forget you're learning

s M ay)

T | H[1] Atamadaka
w

Wait / anyway / actually. Redirects the conversation or
introduces a fresh thought mid-sentence.

When: changing topic mid-conversation, correcting yourself, or cutting
in with a new point

~ Also: ZWSH - ENLD - EHEH - 2TLSD

play audio

HL LIk

TH. H511E L A. BEAELDIC,

'Wait, it's already 11?7 And I've got work tomorrow.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Reactions & Fillers

Say these right and natives forget you're learning

O LAD
7 | AD [1] Atamadaka
w

Like / somehow / sort of. Japan's equivalent of the English
'like' filler — overused by every native.

When: hedging a vague feeling, filling silence, or softening a complaint
to sound less direct

~ Also: BA LR - BATED - B& 2K - BATLSND

play audio

RADCDME. BEEHEVAL LR,

'l don't know, something about this room makes me uneasy.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Reactions & Fillers

Say these right and natives forget you're learning

QO Fvy

71 >F+ > [1] Atamadaka
w

Maybe / there's a chance. Used when something is a long
shot but not impossible — born from English 'one chance'.

When: discussing long-shot plans, slim possibilities, or hopeful but
uncertain outcomes

~ Also: HLMLTS - VD&2ELTEH - BLMLT

play audio

TLo5LwS A

'7‘/7"\7 _IEq:‘ul%gh%b\:E)o J_IE‘-E':EZ)'BO

'There's a chance we might actually finish today. Let's go.'

TLEL
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Reactions & Fillers

Say these right and natives forget you're learning

07 }(T)

| T [1] Atamadaka
N3

Seriously / for real / no way. Works as both a question and an
intensifier depending on tone.

When: reacting to surprising news, expressing disbelief, or emphasising
you're being serious

A

~ Also: HFT - KYIC - YD ? (question) - YD &K

play audio

ITT?ENNIETE, 5$OKﬁOTo

'For real? That's insane. Hold on.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™

Réactions & Fillers

Say these right and natives forget you're learning

® Lhot

L Tt ok [2] Nakadaka
“

Nonchalantly / without batting an eye. Used when someone
acts as if nothing happened after doing something bold.

When: describing someone who acts calm after doing something bold,

late, or embarrassing

=it e Ex

&
~ Also: TDIFR< - ARDLHBERT - IMLWEELT

play audio

FX & Ih

BLI LT < B Lo LB DREICE > T3

'He was late but just sat down up front like nothing happened.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
- [ o o
Minimal Pairs

Small sound changes. Completely different meanings.

(= @Ay g
{Evs &

I3 1 7% 1 B4 [2] (flower) - & T %D [0] (nose)
w Choun |

Same sound, opposite pitch. Mix them up and you're
complimenting someone's nose, not their flowers.

When: at hanami, complimenting someone's flowers (not their nose), or
any |37 conversation

3% ST A

. Also: i (BBh-FEiHDI L)

MAARHSE) —TEEBHTZON. BEBHTIDH\

oL 1FD2

EvFr7ot> bT—HTDHOH S,

'Your hana is beautiful' — are you complimenting the flowers or
the nose? Pitch accent clears it up instantly.
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
o .
Minimal Pairs

Small sound changes. Completely different meanings.

B B
® Eivs B

H T HH[0] (candy) - & | &H'[1] (rain)

w Choun |

Drop the pitch wrong and you're handing out rain instead of
sweets.

When: offering sweets, discussing rainy weather, or any time context
alone won't save you

HFE

HH
.. Also confused: #§ (#%&— - net) - & (% F— - Buddhist nun)

play audio

T&5 » A

DEEL>2. @ SHIEEHESS LU,

(@ Please have some candy. @ Apparently it's going to rain
today.
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
o .
Minimal Pairs

Small sound changes. Completely different meanings.

U&5VA UES VWA

© &EhRvs EBPR

&S5 WeA (dmora) - UPek-*>S5- LA (5mora)
N3 | Noun |
One mora changes your destination: hospital or hair salon.

When: telling someone where you are going —
r&1 z—HH (WoldK) & (D) TeERKR (TL5WVA)

U&50A  1F< UES50A 1<

.. Mora: J&PR 430 - E&MKS5H

play audio

U&50VWA (A U&50VA (A

@ @RICIT>TL %o @ EBMRICITTOoTL %6

@ I'm going to the hospital. @ I'm going to the hair salon.
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
- [ o o
Minimal Pairs

Small sound changes. Completely different meanings.

Q BIESAVsBREHIA
I T | A (aunt-4mora) - BIF |1 H|I T | A
(grandmother - 5 mora)
et | rormat | o |

One extra d changes the generation: aunt or grandmother.

When: talking about family —
N1 0% () O THy 22— (LWoIFL) & (D) T, HIFHTE

AICTED
1&<
.. Moracount: BIEFTA (B3 -A) 410 - BIIHTA (13- BH -
&<
T - A) 5

play audio

DEES DR L. @ BIEBIADREL,

(® My aunt came over. @ My grandmother came over.
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
- [ o o
Minimal Pairs

Small sound changes. Completely different meanings.

®t3vsES
x| 3[1] (cut) - &1 3 [0] (wear)
v I T

Same romanisation, different pitch. Get this wrong and
you're asking someone to cut your shirt, not wear it.

When: giving fashion advice, asking someone to cut something, or
clothing-related sentences

< <
- Also confused: k% (<—% - tocome,flat) vs %% (< 13! - toreel)

play audio

DNYEITHEEY>TLESIV. QDY VETHT
&o

(D Please cut the paper with scissors. @ Try wearing this shirt.
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Longer Phrases — The Real Test

Multi-word expressions where pitch makes or breaks you

O r5L&5H80
5 L&SH%L: phrasing changes with context
S cocuoi | eoression |

Nothing can be done / It's hopeless. Stronger than
L & 5 D% Ly — for when a situation is truly beyond fixing.

When: a mistake can't be undone, a deadline has passed, or a situation is
truly beyond repair

Lhe HEH

~ Also: L& 5DRL - EABV - ESICHBERL - 5 B LHEL

play audio

HSWHYDBFTBL. £5LLS5HABVA,

'The deadline's already passed — there's honestly nothing we
cando.’

TLEL
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Longer Phrases — The Real Test

Multi-word expressions where pitch makes or breaks you

MFA

© LWLIlFICL T

LWLWHMFAIC L T: pronounce in natural accent phrases
R Casual | Expression

Enough is enough / Cut it out. The outburst when patience
runs out. Every native says it; no textbook teachesiit.

When: someone crosses your last line after repeated warnings, or a long
argument finally breaks you

MFA

~ Also: BT - HSPHT - LULVINEIC L 3 (stronger/masculine)

play audio

MFA

FTHS55VWILRICLT ! @-oFHhS5THeENIE-DD, 1

'Enough already! You've been going on about that this whole
time.'
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Longer Phrases — The Real Test

Multi-word expressions where pitch makes or breaks you

O 55-o&B3LVWTTDH

542 | £B3LUWTTH (two natural phrases)
[E Formal J§ Expression |

Do you have a moment? The standard polite way to interrupt
at work. Get this right and you sound natural in a Japanese
office.

When: approaching a superior at work, starting a formal request, or
interrupting someone politely

9C Ch A (AF:S

_ Also: HLEBLLTTD - BEEVELETETH - S&3LLTTH

play audio

A5 &5 < ICh

MR, BE28LBLVWTIDN?HEBLIEVWCEDH S
ATIH,

'Manager, do you have a moment? There's something | need to
confirm.’
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Longer Phrases — The Real Test

Multi-word expressions where pitch makes or breaks you

7=h ox

O sHEVETT &

BT W XTT &:intonation changes with context
N2

It goes both ways — the graceful way to wave off thanks or
an apology, implying both sides owe each other equally.

When: brushing off thanks or an apology — especially when both sides
mutually benefited

_ Also: TE5CF - BRIKATST - E5VELELT

°F rE feht TX
Casual TH>7=BFlIFEEWVERTE L. 1
'When times are tough, we look out for each other.'
BALD f=h TF
Formal THRRIEHDODMNESTEVWELT. 1 TTES5TE. BEVET
9o
'Thank you for the other day.' / 'Not at all — it goes both
ways.'

AL Tt
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@ Sounding Japanese with Kage™
Longer Phrases — The Real Test

Multi-word expressions where pitch makes or breaks you

O ZABLILHEVWTT &

T A EIRWTT &:intonation changes with context
N4 |_Formal |

Not at all / That's not true. The go-to response when
someone puts themselves down or fishes for reassurance.

Used constantly.

When: responding to self-deprecation, excessive apologies, or anyone
who undersells themselves

~ Also: LATHRWVWTY - ES5LRBVTIT & - AR EBUVK (casual)

play audio

bHizL (=3

Casual THh > TEIDATKERELR, | TEABIEHVE ! ]
'I'm bad at talking, aren't 1?' 'That's not true at all!"

Eo8%HL ATz 55 bir

Formal THEANFETHLRBD FA. | [ZABILBEVWTT &,

HHBDRITH27-TT, 1
'I'm sorry my explanation wasn't clear.' 'Not at all — it was
easy to follow.'
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Keep Learning with Kage.

Your reviewed 20-phrase reference guide is ready to use.

Native-speaker audio is ready — open the guide and press play.

soundingjapanesewithkage.com

PDF and native audio available now

— Twenty reviewed phrases with clear pitch notation

— Natural examples, usage context, and furigana

— Real Japanese from real conversations — no textbook filler

— Native-speaker audio for every phrase and example

@
@
®

Also on YouTube — Free Videos Every Week

Full pitch accent breakdowns - Native speaker corrections - Minimal pairs

Sounding Japanese with Kage

Search on YouTube - soundingjapanesewithkage.com

New episodes every week - Free forever

Your next move:
Go to soundingjapanesewithkage.com for the latest free resources.
Search "Sounding Japanese with Kage" on YouTube.

Watch one video. Your pitch accent journey starts now.

KAGE
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